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1//ELLS -NEXT -THE -SEA  IIRBAIJ  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Local  Health  Office, 

The  Rectory, 

Church  Street, 

VJells-next-the-Sea 

Norfolko 


AI'INUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  3 1ST 
DECEMBER,  195k. 


IHTRODUCnOU 

Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

consldh!?H^r,*?S  honour  to  present  for  your  Information  and 

acSrSnUtn  th»  Heport  for  the  year  195‘f  compiled 

cicoording  to  the  direerions  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

"Jubilee  year"  of  the  Council  -  6o  years  have 

distScf  ootmS?s^°Us  of  l89lt  establisLd  urban 

havUsef  ?h  U  authorities.  These  past  60  years 

thH  ^  development  of  environmental  hygiene'^in 

application  of  the  discoveries  of  the  c^ses 
of  infectious  diseases  resulting  in  the  decline  in  the  crud^deaL 

"the  mortality  from  what  were  formerly 
feve?  mL??  ?y^°^i^cliseases,  namely.-  smallpox,  ente?if 
lever,  measles,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  vrhoopinp-  coueh  end 

thoUo^fkoJ''®  ^^tahstical  figure!  the“d?strlct  for 

EnelenH^nna^TT  available  but  those  for  that  decade  for 

moltalitv  infant 

mortality  ovei  I50.  Diphtheria  and  enteric  fever  were  verv 

prevalent,  Sven  in  I908,  ti.elve  cases  of  enteric  Icier  wLe 

notified  in  tno  town.  Today  these  diseases  have  virtually 

is  public  health  problems,  although  constant  vigilance 

IS  still  required  to  keep  them  in  check.  vj.g±iance 

195^^  also  saw  the  end  of  rationing  which  had  begun  in  IQb-O  - 

nutrition^inadonn^^  probably  be  romberod  not  because  of  any 

books^aSd  ^  because  of  t  he  inconveniences  of  ration 

age  ^roul  although  the 

nflt'^of  ^  considerably  during  the  earlier 

parr  01  the  year  irom  a  measles  epidemic, 

provioS°vp?r‘^bu?®,'J^k^^R  was  only  slightly  higher  than  for  the 
eufif  ?  =  *  adouEted  to  compare  with  the  rate  for 
as^afholo^  considerably  lower  than  that  for  the  country 

Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 

He^tritekkSkrtSelLX"  P«81ic 


I  have  the  honour  to  be , 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  COUTTS  MILNE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

To  the  Chairman  &  Members  of  the 
Wells-next-the-Sea  Urban  District 
Council, 


STAFF 


Medical  Off er  of  Eealth 
J.  COUTTS  MILNE5  MoB,5  ChoB.5  D.P.H.s  D.T.Mo  &  H. 

Surveyor 

Fi  KODI'TELL,  M.'R.S.I,,  M^S.AoI. 


The  Comiiiittee  concerned  with  public  health  is  the 
Public  Health  Corarnittee. 


PABT  I. 


(General  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.) 


lo  STAFF 


There  was  no  change  in  the  staff  during  the  year  under 
review. 

The  post  of  Clerk  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  not 
filled  and  the  clerical  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
existing  staff^at  the  Local  Health  Office,  Wells,  the  three 
district  councils  concerned  contributing  a  proportion  of  the 
salary  of  one  junior  clerk. 

The  population  of  the  town  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  mid  195^  is  2,600^  ten  less  than  in  1953.  The 
natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths  is  l6.  The  recently 
published  County  Report  on  the  1951  Census  shows'  that  in  the 
2  decades  between  1931  1951  the  population  increased  by 

3*5^  mostly  due  to  the  Increase  of  births  over  deaths  (3,2%)  ■ 
a  reversal  of  the  downward  trend  in  the  previous  decade 
"between  1921  and  1931  when  the  population  decreased  by  over 
5%.  The  number  of  females  were  1,116  per  1,000  males 
compared  with^ljOl^-  per  1,000  males  in  the  County,  There  is 
a  marked  "ageing"  trend  in  the  town  as  15^  of  the  population 
are  aged  65  or  over  compared  with  12.6^  in  the  County  and 
10.9%  in  England  and  Wales.  The  town  has  one  of  the  highest 
percentages  in  the  County  of  married  persons-  52,2%  of  the 
population  compared  with  the  county  average  of  50,1%, 

2.  birth  ai^d  death  rate 


During  the  year  there  were  k9  live  births  giving  a  birth 
rate  of  l8,8  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  comparability 
factor  given  by  the  Registrar  General  which  when  applied  to 
the  local  rate  gives  a  figure  which  can  be  compared  with  the 
rates  in  other  areas_jis  1,11  for  births.  Thus  the  adjusted 
rate  is  20.8  which  compares  with  the  rate  of  15.2  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

The  33  deaths  give  a  crude  death  rate  of  12,7  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resident  population  and  the  comparability 
factor  is  0,77  and  this  gives  ah  adjusted  rate  of  9,78 
which  compares  with  the  rate  of  11,3  tor  England  and  V/ales. 

3 .  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

There  were  no  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age. 
CANCER 

6  of  the  deaths  in  the  town  were  recorded  from  Cancers 
3  being  males  and  3  females, 

5.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  were  I67  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  -  an  increase  of  lk3  over  the  previous  year  - 
mainly  accounted  for  by  the  Measles  epidemic. 

(a)  Measles 

The  toxm  experienced  the  highest  incidence  of  measles 
since  notification  began,  138  cases  were  reported  Compared 
with  2  the  previous  year  and  I3  in  1952.  129  of  the  cases 

occurred  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  3  were  in 
children  under  1  year  old  and  all  the  rest  except  one  occurred 
in ^children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  10  years.  This 
epidemic  Was  in  contradistinction  to  the  experience  of  the 
rest  of  England  and  Wales,  where  the  incidence  of  the  disease 
was  particularly  low. 
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( b )  ymo oping:  Cough 

Only  12  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  recorded  compared 
with  "16  the  previous  year.  Eleven  of  them  occurred  in  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  and  eleven  were  under  ^  p.* 

Immunisation  with  whooping  cough  vaccine  was  introduced 
as  a  County  Scheme  in  1953  becoming  increasingly 

•popular.  This  vaccine  can  be  given  separately  or  combined 
with  diptheria  antigen:  -  the  latter  is  now  the  recoromonded 
and  popular  one.  Whooping  cough  immunisation  jot _ give 

so  complete  a  degree  of  protection  as  that  for  diphtheria 
but  if  not  prevented  in  all  cases  the  seventy  of  the  attack 
is  certainly  lessened.  The  follov/ing  table  shows  •the 
number  of  children  who  were  imm'unised  against  v^hooping  cough 

in  Area  8  in  195^. 


Age  Group 


Under  1  1  year 


2  ^  ^  l)+  Total 


V/ith  whooping 
cough  vaccine 
alone , 


10 


VJith  combined  l6o  '  130  13  6.  ^  2  315 

vjho oping  cough 
and  Diphtheria 
Prophylactic. 


(c)  Scap^ljit  Eover  and  Diphtheria 

No  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria  was  reported. 

The  last  case  of  diphtheria  was  recorded ^ in  19^8,  ^  The 
jposition  in  regard  to  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  England 
and  Wales  is  particularly  gratifying  as  in  the  last  10  years 
the  incidence  has  fallen  from  over  18,600  cases  with  720 
deaths  in  19^5  to  182  cases  and  only  9  deaths  in  195^,  The 
need  however  for  securing  immunisation  of  not  less  than  75% 
of  babies  before  their  first  birthday  and  for  maintaining 
immunity  throughout  school  life  still  remains  and  as  the 
Minister  of  Health  says  "parents  of  young  children  must  not 
be  lulled  into  a  false  sense  of  complacency  by  the  dramatic 
fall  in  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  and  the  rarity  of  its 
occurrence  amongst  the  children  of  friends  and  neighbours," 

(d)  Poliomyelitis 

No  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year. 

( e )  Fp^d  Poisoning 

No  case  was  reported  during  the  year, 

(f)  Infective  Hepatitis 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  n'umber  of  cases 
notified^  17  as  against  5  in  1953o  l5  of  fho  cases 
occurred  during  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  year  of 
which  10  occurred  during  the  second  quarter,  11  were 
males  o-nd  6  females. 

Combining  the  figures  for  cases  for  the  three  districts 
in  direa  8,  cases  notified  totalled  56  amongst  a  combined 
population  of  ^IjOOO  giving  an  incidence  rate  of  1,3  per 
1,000  as  compared  with  a  rate  of  0,8  in  1953 o  It  is 
generally  considered  that  direct  contact  is  the  commonest 
form  of  transmission  and  that  the  faecaloral  route  is  the 
important  method  of  spread.  In  general jthe  precautions 
to  be  taken  are  those  which  are  usually  applied  in  respect 
to  enteric  fevers, 
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( g )  Tube  r cul o  sis 

'^o  new ^ adult  cases  of  respiratory  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with  2  in  1953  and  3 
in  1952 o  No  death  was  recorded  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
At  the  end  of  December  15.  cases  remained  on  the  register 
iz'of  these  wore^of  the  pulmonary  type. 

^ .  shellfish 

There  is  a  considerable  whelk  industry  carried  on  in 
VJclls.  No  public  health  problem  is  occasioned  as  the 
whelks  are  caught  in  deep  water  and  cooked  before  dispatch. 

No  mussel  industry  is  carried  on  except  that  one  King’s 

,  ■  Lynn  firm  has  by  arrangement  with  lay  holders  in  the  harbour 
supplied  the  seed  mussels  which  on  maturity  v/ill  be 
collected ^ and.  sent  to  South  Wales  for  bottling.  This  year 
the  question 'of  restocking  VJells  Harbour  with  mussels  was 
discussed  by  the  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  Joint  Committee  but 
so  far  nothing  has  eventuated. 

7 •  1N4TJLQN  in  iiREA  no,  8 

Vaccination  . 

Only  163  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  wore 
vaccinated  during  the  1954  in  Area  8  comprising  the  Rural 
Districts  of  Walsingham  and  Docking  and  the  Urban  Districts 
of  Wells  and  Hunstanton.  There  were  852  births  during  the 
year  in  the  Area  so  that  only  the  equivalent  of  19^  of  the 
children  born  i/ere  vaccinated  -  a  far  from  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs.  This  figure  however  is  likely  to  be  an 
under  estimate  as  births  among  American  Service  families 
are  included  in  the  total  number  of  births  but  figures  of 
the  nuraber  of  American  babies  vaccinated  are  not  available, 
194  reports  of  primary  vaccination  and  32  of  re«=vaccination 
were^ received  during  the  year.  The  following  table  gives 
details  of  the  age  groups s- 

Age  Group  Vaccinated  Ro^vaccinated, 


Under  -1  year  I63 
Aged  1  year  10 
2  to  4  years  3 
5  to  l4  years  2 
15  years  and  over  16 


2 

30 


32 


DljDhthoria  Immunisation 


Diphtheria  inmunlsation  is  best  carried  out  during  the 
last  quarter  of  the  child’s  first  year  of  life  and  booster 
doses  are  required  to  be  given  at  the  ages  of  5  and  9  years, 
Imraunisation  is  carried  out  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and 
surgeries  and  re -immunisation  at  school  medical  inspections. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  were 
immunised  during  the  year  in  Area  8, 

Primary  Inmin.nisation 


Under  1 

1  year  2  years 

232 

179  24 

Booster 

doses 

5  to  9  years 

606 

I 

1 

years  4  years  5  to  9 
14  10 

10  to  l4  years 

171 


10-14  Totel 
3  517 

Total 

777 


The  number  of  children  in  Area  8  at  who  had 

completed  a  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that 
date  is  as  followss- 


Agc  at  31.12.5^  under  11-4  5-9  10-  Total 

i.e,  born  in  year  1954  1953-50  1940-45  l4  under  l5 


Last  complete  course 

of  injections  -  whether  29  1590  12l4  175  3008 

primary  or  booster,  ■  - 


1949  or  earlier  -  -  I281  2354  3^35 


Total 


6643 


8.  HOUSING  ' 

The  1951  Census  report  for  tho  County  of  Norfolk  contains 
information  about  the  availability  of  certain  basic  household 
arrangements  5  viz,  piped  water  supply,  cooking  stove, 
kitchen  sink,  water  closet  and  bath  -  for  private  householdSo 
This  has  been  the  first  occasion  on  which  such  information 
has  boon  asked  for  in  a  census  return  end  the  report  states 
that  it  is  thought  that  the  record  as  set  out  in  the  tables 
gives  a  sufficiently  accurate  broad  picture  of  conditions  in 
respect  01  those  household  arrangements,  more  particularly 
in  illustrating  relative  conditions  in  different  parts  of  tho 
Country.  The  following  table  gives  the  percentage  of 
private  households  v/ithout  exclusive  use  of  certain  household 
arrangements,  for  the  3  districts  in  Area  8  and  also  for 
England  and  bales  and  for  tho  aggregate  of  municipal 
boroughs  and  urban  districts  in  Norfolk  and  for  the  County 
of  Norfolk. 


Percentage  of  Private  In  In  In  Aggregates  Eng-  In 
Households  without  Wells  Walsingham  Docking  municipal  land' Nik 
exclusive  use  of,  U.D.  R.D.  H.D.  'boroughs  .&  Cty, 

&■ urban  Wales 
districts. 


Piped  V7ater  supply 

27 

58 

56 

22 

17 

37 

kitchen  sink 

26 

46 

^9 

17 

13 

27 

Water  closet 

61 

61 

73 

21 

21 

4o 

Cooking  stove 

4 

13 

5 

6 

7 

12 

Fixed  bath 

^  ■  •=>  Kai  fst  cm  fgtj 

55 

72 

70 

49 

- 

59 

«»>*»»• 

Households  with 
exclusive  use  of 
all  5  arrangements 
detailed  above. 

33 

23 

20 

- 

53 

37 

f=-^  CM  *<•••■  tm  mm  •=• 

^  ^  mm  mm*  tm  m.’ 

rnmm  m»  mm  me*  m*m 

-6- 


It  will  be  seorx  that  in  1951  the  proportion  of  honsos  in 
the  town  without  exclusive  use  of  the  basic  household 
arrangements  3  with  the  exception  of  cooking  stoves  5  is  higher 
than  for  the  aggregate  of  Municipal  Boroughs  and  Urban 
Districts  in  the  County,  V/ells  ranked  with  Thetford  in 
having^ the  highest  proportion  of  households  without  the 
exclusive  use  of  a  water  closet,  VJhen  the  Census  was  taken 
in  1951  the  work  of  re-connections  to  the  nev/  sev/erage 
system  and  01  closet  conversions  had  just  been  commenced. 

By  the  end  of  195^  the  position  had  very  considerably 
bettered  and  now  the  proportion  of  households  without 
exclusive  use  of  a  water  closet  is  estimated  to  be  of  the 
order  of  20^  or  less,  A  number  of  properties  unfortunately 
cannot  be  connected  to  the  sewers  -  for  these  there  are 
132  pail  and  23  earth  closets  -  as  they  are  either  situated 
in  proposed  re -development  areas ,  or  are  laible  to  be  the 
subject  of  closing  orders, 

GENER/iL 

During  the  year  a  petition  said  to  have  been  signed  by 
some  200  residents  in  the  town  was  sent  to  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  asking  for  an  enquiry  ir.to  the 
desirability  of  abolishing  the  Urban  District  and  itc 
absorption  into  a  larger  area.  The  County  Council  to  whom 
the  question  was  referred  decided  to  defer  further 
consideration  on  the  petition  ponding  the  decisions  of  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  Local 
Government  re-organisation. 
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;  ■  '  PART  II o  = 
(Medical  Statistics) 

T/^LS  1,  GERERi'iL  STATISTICS  „ 


Area  (in  acres  •••  •••■ 

Estinated  Resident  Population 
Rateable  Value  ...  «•» 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


2c670 

2I600 

£i2,863 

£V9 


TABLE  2,  LIVE  BIRTHS „ 


Legitimate  . . . 
Illegitimate  • » <, 


Total 


MaYos 

Females 

'  Total 

••  25  • 

21 

4-6 

1 

2 

3 

26 

23 

^9 

Live  Birth  Rato  per  1,000  of 

Estimated  Resid.cnt  Population  •••  <>*•  Ipo©^ 

TABLE  3.  STILL  BIRTHS o 


— N  I  L  — 


TABLE  A.  DEATHS  (All  ages). 


Males  Females  Total 

18  15  33 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

Estimated  Resident  Population  .oo  p»«  •••  12,69 

T/iBLE  5.  IHF/AiT  MORTilLITY  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Yoar)c 


--NIL  — » 


TiiBLE  60  Deaths  of  Infants  under  Four  Weeks  of  age. 


NIL  ™ 


^  ^ 


CAUSE  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFiHiTS  HINDER  ONE  YEAR, 


NIL  — 


Ti\BLE  7 


-.TABLE  8 


C;.USE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS, 


9.  Other  infective  and 
parasitic  diseases. 

10.  Maligiiant  neoplasm, 
stomach. 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm, 
lung  bronchus , 

1^.  Other  malignant  and 
lymphatic  neoplasms'. 

■17.  Vascular  lesions  of 
nervous  system. 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina. 

20.  Other  heart  disease, 

21.  Other  circulatory 
disease, 

2ho  Bronchitis. 

25.  Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  system. 

32,  Qther  defined  and 
illdefinod  diseases, 

35-,  All  other  accidents. 

To  bal  ,.,  c«. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1  ' 

■'  5 

6 

h' 

■  2 

6 

5-  •  ■ 

3 

7 

2 

2 

•- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

•“ 

2 

18 

15 

33 

TilBLE  9, 


deaths  ACCOHDINCt  to  ages.  (Including  OuWard  Transfers 


Under 

1  year 

1 

and 

under 

5 

5 

n 

IT 

10 

10 

!I 

tt 

20 

20 

n 

It 

30 

ti 

It 

Ao 

AO 

tt 

50 

50 

n 

It 

60 

60 

ft 

It 

70 

70 

ti 

It 

80 

80 

It 

tt 

90 

90 

it 

"  100 

Total  Adjusted 


0  0  0 

#99 

Males 

Females 

Total 

mm 

•  0  li 

0  •  • 

*- 

- 

•  0  • 

0  9# 

- 

mm 

- 

•  00 

•  0  0 

- 

- 

- 

0  •  • 

0  9  0 

mm 

•  •  0 

0  9  9 

1 

1 

2 

0  •  0 

0  o  • 

mm 

1 

1 

•  0  0 

#00 

2 

2 

A 

0  0  9 

9  9# 

5 

3 

8 

•  0  • 

#  9  • 

? 

3 

8 

•  0  0 

9  9  9 

b 

7 

13 

•  «  0 

e  9  9 

1 

- 

1 

. 

20 

17 

37 

#90 

9  9  9 

18 

15 

33 

TiiBLE  10. 


CixhCER,  The  followiilg  table  shows  the  incidence 
of  Cancer  deaths  during  the  past  5  years 


Males 

Females 


Total 


era  •=.  ^  — ■ 


19-0  1951  1952  1953  1954 

•  •  •  3  3  -  3  3 

...  9,1  5  5  3 

. ..  12  4  5  "s  s' 


TABLE  11 


SUMMylRY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

195^ 

Population  . . 

2,600 

2,577 

2,577 

2,610 

2,6oo 

Live  Births  . 

^0 

44 

56 

^7 

^9 

Still  Births  . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

Deaths  .  • «  « •  o 

39 

35 

32 

33 

Infant  Deaths . . 

1 

- 

3 

1 

- 

^ ^  ^  , _ , _ 

^  r~  ^ 

TABLE  12.  SUl'iE/iRY  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  RATES. 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1955- 

Live  Births  ..o 

• 

15.39 

17.00 

21.72 

17.62 

l?.«f 

Still  Births  . , . 

•  CO 

0.38 

0.38 

0,77 

0.38 

0.00 

Crude  Deaths 

CO# 

16 . 53 

15.11 

13.58 

12.26 

12.69 

Infant  Mortality 

O  •  0 

25.00 

0.00 

53.57  ■ 

21.27 

0.00 

TABLE  13 0  (a)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Under  ,  ,  25  & 


. . 1 

1- 

2 

10-lh_  I5"2h 

0  v^r  ^ 

Totaj. 

hlio oping  Cough 

Ca* 

1 

2 

.  8 

1 

12  ■ 

Measles 

3 

30 

3^ 

70 

—  — 

1 

138 

Totals 

3 

31 

36 

78 

♦ 

1 

1 

^  ^  ^  •*» 

i5o 

(h) 

Under 

linyt 

._a4.^n6 

over 

Total 

Jaundice 

10. 

■  4 

2  1 

17 

T/iBLE  l!+.  BIRTH  RATES  /A^D  MATERNilL  M0RT;JLITY  RATE  FOR  195^, 
PROVISIONAL  FIGURES  BASED  ON  QU/iRTERLY  RETURNS. 


Engle.nd 

and 

Wales 

160  County 
Boroughs  and 
Great  Tovms 
(including 
London) 

160  Smaller 
Towns  (Resident 
Population 
25,000  to 

50,000  at  1951 
Census ) 

Wells 

Urba"^ 

Distric 

Rates 

per  1,000  popul 

ation. 

Births 

Live  Births 
Still  Births 

15.2 

0.36 

16,86 

0,^4- 

15.60 

0.36 

Nil 

.Do,aths 

All  causes 

11.3 

.12,04 

11.39 

12,  S9 

All  Deaths 
causes  under 

1  year  of  age 

25.5 

29  c  02 

23.79 

Nil 
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TABLE  15.  MEASLES  ;AID  WEDOPING  COUGH. 


1950  1951  1952  1953  195^ 

Moasles  .  72  1  I38 

Whooping  Cough  25  I8  12  • 


T/iBLE  16.  TUBERCULOSIS  (Details  of  nev/  cases  during  195^) 


Ago 

Period 


Respiratory 

M.  F. 


Non -Respiratory 
M.  F 


Under  1  year 
1  -  ^  years 

5  "1^  ” 

15  -  2h  " 

25  -  3^  ” 

35  •=  hh  ” 

45  -  54  " 

55  -  64  ” 
Over  65  ” 
Age  Unknown 


) 

) 

) 

1  -  ) 

)  —  N  I  L  — 
1  -  ) 

-  -  ) 

) 

) 

) 


Total 


2 


TilBLE  17.  TUBERCULOSIS,  (Number  of  cases  on  T.B.  Register 

end  1954) 

Males  Females  Total 


Pulmonary  .  7 

Non-Pulmonary  .  1 


Total 


8 


7 


15 


TiiELE  18.  TUBERCULOSIS  (Details  of  new  cases  for  last  5  years) 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 


M 

F 

M 

F 


1950 

1 

2 

1 


1951  1952  1953 

2 


2 

1 


1 

2 


1954 

2 


Total 


I  :  • 


P/iRT  III. 


Comicil  Offices, 

Wolls-ncxt-the-Sca 5 
Norfolk, 

To  tho  Chairman  and  Mombors  of _ the 
Wolls*=noxt-thO'“Sea  Urban  District  Council, 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  bog  to  submit  you  my  report  for  tho  year  ended  31st 
December,  195^» 


The  n^’ornber  of  inspections  carried  out  in  connection  with 
Public  Health  work  during  the  year  was  as  follows:- 

TUTTFRU  OF  INSPECTIONS  NUI4BER  0F_  V_ISJLIS 


Housing  Survey 

Housing  Repair,  Overcrov/ding  etc, 
■Building  Byelaws  and  other 
Housing  Uorks 

Drainage  and  Closet  Conversions 
Shops 

Mater  Supply 
Ships  .  ,  . 

Factory  and  Morkshops 
Pests. Act 

Nuisances  and  Miscellaneous 
Slaughterhouses 


Ihl 

51 

23 

36 

10 


5 

103 

333 

791 


STATUTORY. ,  N  0_T_IC_ES 

One  statutory  notice  was  served  requiring  repairs  to 
property  during  the  year, 

SECTION  11  -  HOUSING  ACT  1936.  (Under taking). 

No  undertakings  were  received  during  the  year. 


HOUSING  ACT 


Demolition  Orders  were  made  with  respect  to  the  following 
t\’Jo  properties  2 - 

No,  1  West  Court. 

No,  12  Lugger  Yard. 


, HOUSING  ACT  lQk9 

Six  applications  were  received  and  approved  for 
Improvement  Works  to  houses,  the  total  value  of  grant  being 
£19332.  Two  houses  were  completod  during  the  year, 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  consumption  during  the  year  was  259711 5OOO 
gallons  of  which  I  estimate  nearly  one  million  gallons  wore 
lost  owing  to  a  fractured  3“  main  in  Jolly  Sailor  Yard,  The 
rainfall  during  tho  year  was  28.2^  inches  which  V7as  slightly 
above  the  average  yearly  rainfall,'  and  no  undue  shortage  of 
underground  supplies  was  noted  at  the  pumping  station,  I 
append  copy  of  a  recent  water  analysis. 
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The  settlement  of  the  sedimentation  tanks  continued  to 
create  difficulties  at  the  outfall  works  and  the  Council’s 
Engineers  have  prepared  a  scheme  of  works  to  correct  the 
Settlement,  During  the  Year  the  distributors  to  the  filter 
bods  were  adjusted  by  the  makers. 


SCAVENGING 


House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  in  the  toxm  and  ti\rice 
weekly  from  the  Caravan  and  Camping  Ground  at  the  Beach, 

There  are  still  132  Pail  and  23  Earth  Closets  in  the  town,  the 
pails  being  emptied  twice  weekly  and  the  earth  closets  weekly. 

The  collection  of  nightsoil  and  house  refuse  is  carried 
out  by  means  of  a  Bantam  Refuse  Collecting  Vehicle  and  3  meiio 

The  pail  and  earth. closets  are  mainly  at  the  older  typo 
cottage  and  of  these  50  are  in  the  proposed  Re -development  Areac 

EQPJ.  IJ1&3PE 

On  the  termination  of  government  slaughtering  the  Council 
approved  the  resumption  of  slaughtering  in  two  former  j^rivate 
slaughterhouses  in  addition  to-  that  vacated  by  the  Ministry, 

Tv/o  of  the  slaughterhouses  are  owned  and  occupied  by  butchers 
and  the  other  is  at  Mill  Farm  and  used  by  the  occupier  who  is 
also  a  cattle  dealer. 

During  the  year  t’vo  outbreaks  of  Swine  Fever  were 
discovered  in  casualty  pigs  sent  to  the  slaughterhouse. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  inspection  of  carcases 
during  the  year  2- 


!=»■=>*»  C3I 

**  *3  KU  ^  ^  ^  ^  •C9  era 

Cattle 

excluding  Cows 
Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Inspected 

1+66  77 

1+2 

1571 

75^ 

2910 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was 

condemned. 

92 

1+ 

15 

77 

188 

%  of  number 
affected  V7ith 
disease  other 
than 

Tuberculosis , 

lif^ 

9.5 

0.96 

8.9 

5.2 
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The  following  aro  detail^  of 'condemnations  'of  meat  at  the 
Slaughterhouses  2 - 

C.ITTLE 


Tuhcrculosis 


Carcases 

— • 

5  Sets  Lungs 

56  lbs. 

3  Livers 

hi 

ti 

15  Heads  and  Tongues 

297 

^30  Iba, 

Part  Carcases 

Other  Diseases 

36 

7  Carcases 

^,053 

lbs . 

9  Heads  and  Tongues 

283 

II 

^0  Livers 

582 

It 

5,602  lbs. 

6,032  Iba, 

Part  Carcases 

Other  Discase_s 

__68^ 

SHEEP 

It 

12  Carcases 

836 

lbs . 

861  lbs. 

Parts 

Tuberculosis 

PIGS 

ti 

'  3  Carcases 

k62 

lbs . 

Parts 

63 

lbs. 

525  lbs. 

33  Carcases 

(Including  17  Swine 
Fever) 

2,980  lbs. 

3,^33  lbs, 

V 

Parts 

Other  J)lsoa_so_s. 

CALVES 

It 

2  Carcases 

172 

lbs  0 

Parts 

6 

It 

178  lbs . 

Total  B . , 

0  0  •  •  •  0 

•  •  •  •  •  < 

,  11,019  lbs. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  IO9  lbs.  of  moat  i/^as  condemned  at 
the  various  butchors ’  shops . 


The  following  foodstuffs  wore  condemned  at  various  shops?- 


2  Turkeys 
Cheese 

Meat  Products 

Fowl  Products 

Fish 

Fruit 

Milk 

Vegetable 


39i-  IbSo 
^  lbs. 


7  tins  5f  lbs. 

2  tins  8  lbs . 

2  tins  j  lb. 

30  tins  h2i  lbs, 

9  tins  7f  IbSo 

6  tins  5l'  lbs. 


Bakehouses 


There  are  4  bakehouses  in  the  urban  area. 


Milk 


All  milk  supplied  is  pasteurised  and  sold  bottled  to 
housoholds  etc. 


PORT 


There  has-  been  a  considerable  revival  of  the  coastal  shipp:'.ng 
industry  during  the  past  3/'ear  and  26  vessels  entered  the  port, 
and  25  loft  with  cargo  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  coastal  trade,  the  following  are  the 
countries  with  which  Wells  has  trade?- 


Holland  o,.  ...  Straw,  Rye  and  Oats. 

Denmark  ...  ...  , . Barley  and  Rye. 

Belgium  . .  Barleys ahd  Rye, 


SlielJX ish  ,  ■  •  \ 

Cockles  are  gathered  on  the  foreshore  well  clear  of  any 
possible  polution. 

The .whelk  fishing  industry  id  the  main  occupation  for  the 
fishermen  and  Wells  is  one  of  the  main  centres  for  this  industry^ 

The  Harbour  Commissioners  have  improved  the  port  services 
by  providing  facilities  for  bulk  supplies  of  frosh  water  for 
o shipping  using  the  port. 


Yours  obediently 


F.  RODWEIL 


Sanitary  Inspector 
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APPENDIX  "A” 


LINCOLNE  SUTTON  iiND  WOOD  Clarence  House, 

6  Clarence  Hoad 
NOBWICH. 

Analytical  and  Consulting 
Chemists 


Certificate  No,  6l2.F  ^  lllhA^ 

CERTIFICATE  OF  /AIALYSIS  OF  WATER 


Sample  received-  from  I'/ e  1 1  s --n ox t - th e - S o a  U . D , C , 


M^Jicd  »-  Public  supply,  raw  water  from  a  well, 

DaAc.jyxxdXGd  ”  7th  October,  195^1-.  Appearance  when  received  -  Clear 
Nature  of  deposit  -  Nil 

Colouy  -  Nil  OdoJH  ”  Nil 

Nea^ctjL_on  -  Pract,  neutral o  pH  7,3  Ta.ste  -  Satisfactory, 


Results  of  Chemical 


in  parts  per  million, 


Ammoniacal  nitrogen  . . , , , o , . .0,03 
Albuminoid  nitrogen  0,01 

Nitrate  nitrogen  10 

Nitrite  nitrogen  ,..cc,c,..c  Nil 
Chlorine  as  chlorides  112 

Oxygon  absorbed  0,08 

(4  hr, ,  27'^C,) 


Hardness  as  CaCOg 
Total  #0,, 0,000, 

Carbonate ( temporary)  • . , 
Non-carbonate (permanent) , 
Alkalinity  as  CaCOg  , . , ,  o , 
Free  carbon  dioxide 
Total  solids  (at  iSo'^C,) 

Iron  (total)  . . 

Metals  in  solution 


o  e  o  0  O 


o  •  •  •  Q  •  • 


315 
230 
,  85 
230 
20 
580 
Nil 
Nil 


Results 


Number  of  colonies  developing  per  ml,  in  ^8  hours  at  37°C .1 

T 

Presumptive  coliform  organisms -Probable  Number  per  100  ml.,,, . 0 

B,  Coli  Typo  1  (”f aocal” Absent 


OPINION 

The  organic  quality  of  this  water  is  very  good  and  its 
bacteriological' condition  is  highly  satisfactory.  It  is  a 
rather  hard  water,  the  total  hardness  approximating  to  22° 
Clark,  and  about  three-quarters  of  Ifchis  is  temporary  and  duo 
to  dissolved  chalk.  Metals  were  absent  from  the  water  and 
its  analytical  characteristics  do  not  suggest  that  it  is  at 
all  likely  to  be  corrosive  in  nature.  The  clarity,  odour 
and  taste  of  the  sample  were  all  satisfactory  and,  in  our 
opinion,  this  water  is  suitable  for  drinking  and  general 
purposes , 


(Signed)  Eric  C,  V/ood 


for  Lincolnc  Sutton  and  Wood, 
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